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From Our President…… 
 
Dear Sisters, 
What a great turnout of Alpha Chapter members to 
see Beverly Polen initiated as a member in our 
chapter. Beverly currently teaches in the Dalton 
Schools and previously taught at Saint Nicholas in 
Chattanooga.  Representative Richard Floyd was the 
featured speaker. Not only did he share his insights 
on education from years of political service but he 
also shared fond memories of his favorite teacher 
Mrs. Biggers, a math teacher, who motivated him to 
succeed and to value his education. Representative 
Floyd also delighted the attendees by singing gospel 
songs.  As the December meeting approaches please 
remember the Toys for Tots project that Alpha 
Chapter participates in annually. I look forward to 
seeing you at the December meeting when we kick 
off the holiday season. 
     Sincerely, 
     Janice Nelms 

 

 
 

Please remember to "Persist, Commit and Celebrate" 
with Delta Kappa Gamma throughout this biennium. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Delta Kappa Gamma initiated a new member on 
November 10th, Beverly Polen. It was my pleasure to 
be her sponsor and now I would like to tell you a 
little about her. 
 
She hails from the great state of Mississippi. Born 
and raised in Laurel, Mississippi then transplanted to 
Chattanooga. She graduated from UTC in Education, 
then received  a Master's Degree in Special Education 
and is now in the process of working on an EDS.  She 
taught for ten years at St. Nicholas and is now 
employed by Dalton City Schools where she has been 
for seven years. 
 
I got to know Beverly in 1984 when our daughters 
played on an East Brainerd soccer team. Since then, 

Our Spotlight is on our 

new Alpha Sister .. 

 

       Beverly Polen  



we have enjoyed our friendship through a book club, 
travel and sharing the adventures of life. 
 
Her two children, their spouses, and her grandchild 
ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ .ŜǾŜǊƭȅΩǎ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǘime ς as you all know 
teachers have an abundance of. 
 
I know all of Delta Kappa Gamma will enjoy her 
charm, wit and talent as I have over the years. 
Congratulations to us for another outstanding 
member!! 
    -Sue Crowder 
 

 

Date: December 5, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. 

Location: Home of Lavene Guthrie on Signal  

    Mountain (Directions below)   

Hostesses: Sue Crowder, Betty Fassnacht,  

      Sara Jo Hudson, Patsy  

      Williamson 

Devotion: Nancy Klein 

 

Please bring  

 
 
 

Directions to Lavene's Home 
 
Take Signal Mtn Blvd (US 127) 
Go through the traffic light at the top of the mountain. 
Left on Laurel Drive at Signal Crest United Methodist     
  Church 
Right on to James Blvd 
Take the first left which is Stratford Way 
Take the second left which is  Primrose Way 
207 Primrose Way is on the left 
(Lavene's phone number is 886-3663 in case you get 
lost) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information From Our President..... 

 

·ƛ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ трth Anniversary   
 

¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ·ƛ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
June 10th to 12th at the University of the South in 
Sewanee, Tennessee. Forms to register will be in the 
February Xi State News. Xi State is encouraging all 
chapters to donate $3 per member to assist in 
funding the celebration. On Thursday night of the 
convention, each chapter is requested to have a tri-
ŦƻƭŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ 
and Performing Arts display. For the silent auction, 
each chapter is encouraged to bring a basket for 
auction. The proceeds from the silent auction benefit 
the leadership training program for members. Alpha 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
chair these activities. As noted in the Xi State News, 
the Anniversary Committee is selling DKG bracelets. 
To purchase a bracelet contact Vera Jo Henegar at 
vhenegar@bellsouth.net 
 
 
Many Thanks to Dr. Patti Skates for arranging the 
program for the initiation. How lucky Alpha Chapter 
is to have such a talented and dedicated member. 
 

2010 Leadership/Management Seminar 

 

* Austin, Texas 

* Two week seminar 

* Member for at least three years 

*Application deadline: December 1 

*Forms are posted on International website 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Our next meeting is ... 

Our deepest 
sympathies to  

Linda Navel in the 
loss of her mother. 

 

mailto:vhenegar@bellsouth.net


Initiation Devotion 

 
Dr. Patti Skates gave this  devotion at the Joint 

Chapter s'   Initiation Dinner. Eve n though those 

present heard it, I thought it should be shared 

with those unable to attend.  

 

One Flaw in Women 
 

Women have strengths that amaze men..  

they bear hardships and they carry burdens,  

but they hold happiness, love and joy.  

They smile when they wa nt to scream.  

They sing when they want to cry.  

They cry when they are happy  

and laugh when they are nervous.  

They fight for what they beli eve in. 

They sand up to injustice.  

They don't take "no" for an answer  

when they believe there  is a better solution.  

They go without so their family can have.  

They go to the doctor with a frightened friend.  

They love unconditionally.  

They  cry when their children excel  

and cheer when their friends get rewards.  

They are happy when they hear about  

a birth or a wedding.  

Thei r hearts break when a friend dies.  

They grieve at the loss of a family member,  

yet they are strong when they  

think there is no strength left.  

They know that a hug and a kiss  

can heal a broken heart.  

Women come in all shapes, sizes and colors.  

They will dri ve, fly, walk, run or e -mail you to show 

how much they care about you.  

The heart of a woman is what  

makes the world keep turning.  

They bring joy, hope and love.  

They have compassion and ideas. 

They give moral support to their family and friends.  

Women have vital things to say  

and everything to give.  

HOWEVER, IF THERE IS ONE FLAW IN WOMEN,  

IT IS THAT THEY FORGET THEIR WORTH.  

 

 
 

Another Recipe from the October Meeting 

 
Yummy Breakfast Rolls 

    - Marion Mossburg 
 

2 cans Crescent rolls 
16 oz. cream cheese 
1 1/4 cups sugar 
1 tsp vanilla 
1 tsp cinnamon 
1 stick melted margarine 
  
Unroll 1 can crescent rolls into 9X13 pan. Don't 
press together. Mix cream cheese with 1 cup 
sugar and vanilla. Spread over rolls. Place 2nd 
can crescent rolls over cream cheese mixture. 
Melt butter. Mix with 1/4 cup sugar and cinnamon. 
Sprinkle over top. Bake at 350 for 30 minutes. 

------------------------------------ 

 

 

Whoõs Funnier, Teachers or the Police? 
These are actual comments made on student 
report cards by teachers in the New Yo rk City 
public school system.  All teachers were 
reprimanded but, some of these are really 
funny!  
 
Teachers 

1) Since my last report, your child has 
reached rock bottom and has started to 
dig . 

2) I would not allow this student to breed . 
3) Your child has delusions o f adequacy. 
4) Your son is depriving a village 

somewhere of an idiot.  
5) Your son sets low personal standards and 

then consistently fails to achieve them.  
6) This child is working with glue too much.  
7) The gates are down, the lights are 
flashing, but the train isnõt coming.  

8) If this student were any more stupid, heõd 
have to be watered twice a week.  



9) Itõs impossible to believe the sperm that 
created this child beat out 1,000,000 
others. 

10) The wheel is turning, but the hamster is 
definitely dead.  

 
Police 
These police comments were taken off actual 
police car videos around the country.  

1) òYou know, stop lights donõt come any 
redder than the one you just went 
through.ó 

2) òIf you take your hands off the car, Iõll 
make your birth certificate a worthless 
document.ó 

3) òIf you run, youõll only go to jail tired.ó 
4) òIõm glad to hear that the Chief (of Police) 

is a personal friend of yours. So you 
know someone who can post your bail.ó 

5) òNo, sir, we donõt have quotas anymore. 
We used to, but now weõre allowed to 
write as many tickets as we can.ó 

6) òYeah, we have a quota. Two more tickets 
and my wife gets a toaster oven.ó 

7) òFair? You want me to be fair? Listen, fair 
is a place where you go to ride on rides, 
eat cotton candy and corn dogs.ó 

8) òYes, sir, you can talk to the shift 
supervisor, but I donõt think it will help. 
Oh, did I mention that Iõm the shift 
supervisor?ó 

9) òCan you run faster than 1200 feet per 
second?..because thatõs the speed of the 
bullet thatõll be chasing you.ó 

10) òWarning! You want a warning? O.K., Iõm 
warning you not to do that again , or Iõll 
give you another ticket.ó 

                             - e-mail from a friend  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  isé. 

 
National Tie Month 

Operation Santa Paws 

Safe Toys and Gifts Month 

Spiritual Literacy Month 

Universal Human Rights Month 

 

December 1: National Pie Day 

           Eat a Red Apple Day  

  Special Kids Day 

December 2: Special Education Day  

  National Fritters Day  

December 3: International Day of Disabled  

               Persons 

   National Roof Over Your Head  

      Day 

December 4: Wear Brown Shoes Day  

December 5: National Volunteer Day for  

      Economic & Social Development  

      Day 

December 6: Coats & Toys for Kids Day  

   National Pawnbrokers Day  

December 7: Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day  

   National Cotton Candy Day  

December 8: National Brownie Day  

December 9: National Pastry Day  

December 10: Human Rights Day  

December 11: International Mountain Day  

December 12: Poinsettia Day  

December 13: Ice Cream Day  

    Violin Day 

December 14: National Bouillabaisse Day  

December 15: Bill of Rights Day  

    Cat Herders Day 

    National Lemon Cupcake Day 

December 16: National Chocolate -Covered 

         Anything Day  

     National Re -gifting Day  

Christmas waves a magic wand 
over this world, and behold, 
everything is softer and more 
beautiful.   ~Norman Vincent Peale 

 

 



December 17: Wrightõs Brothers Day 

     Underdog Day 

     National Maple Syrup Day  

December 18: National Roast Pig Day  

December 19: Oatmeal Muffin Day  

December 20: Games Day 

December 21: Crossword Puzzle Day 

    Look at the Bright Side Day  

    National Flashlight Day 

    Hamburger Day  

December 22: National Date Nut Bread Day  

December 23: Federal Reserved created  

December 24: Christm as Eve 

December 25: Christmas  

December 26: National Thank -You Note Day  

December 27: National Fruitcake Day  

December 28: National Chocolate Day  

December 29: Texas Admission Day  

December 30 : Rudyard Kipling's Day  

December 31: New Year's Eve  

    No Interrupti ons Day 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Many of our Alpha Sisters are Volunteers. Here are 
just a few: 
 
Patsy Williamson - as the receptionist at Brainerd  
 United Methodist Church twice a month. She 
 continues to visit National Health Care. 
Mary McLain & Marion Mossburg- Meals on  
 Wheels, at their church, St. John's Methodist 
 Church with the Interfaith Hospitality  
 Network. They are also members of a knit 
 and crochet group that has provided prayer 
 shawls for HIV patients, hats for preemies, 
 20+ shawls for "Care & Share", and Hospice.  
Sue Crowder- Re-Start which is a GED preparation for 
 adults. Answers the phone and talks to some 
 of the students on Wed. afternoons. Also Read-
 20 which goes to schools, daycare centers and 

 preschools with free books for the kids and 
 ready time in the classrooms.  
Patti Skates- Volunteers  at the Chattanooga  Food 
 Bank and the Chattanooga Cornerstones (the 
 historic preservation of the buildings in 
 Chattanooga. the event is the Wine of Water.  
             Also volunteers through the JROTC Sponsors, 
 BETA, etc. as needed my church, City of 
 Soddy-Daisy ex: Miss  Tennessee Benefit, 
 etc., Vietnam Veterans, 
Betty Fassnacht- Ronald McDonald Family Room (in 
 Erlanger), at the Mary Ellen Locher Center at 
 Memorial, Social Action activities at her church 
 including the Interfaith Hospitality Network, the 
 Angel Tree project, Bake Sale for Catholic 
 Charities, Thanksgiving baskets, back-to-school 
 project for needy children, and sometimes at 
 the Community  Kitchen. 
 

We are so proud of our Alpha Sisters and the 
wonderful work they do. 
 
HOW SMART IS YOUR RIGHT FOOT?  
 
This is hysterical. You have to try this. It is absolutely 
true. I guess there are some things that the brain 
cannot handle.  
     
You have to try this please, it takes 2 seconds. I could 
not believe this!!!  It is from an orthopedic 
surgeon........this will boggle your mind and you will 
keep you trying over and over again to move 
your foot, but, you can't.  It's pre-programmed in your 
brain!  
  
1. Without anyone watching you (they will think you 
 are GOOFY.......) and while sitting at your desk 
 in front of your computer, lift your  
 right foot off the floor and make clockwise 
 circles.    
2.. Now, while doing this, draw the number '6' in the air 
 with your right hand. Your foot will change 
 direction.  
   
I told you so!!! And there's nothing you can do about it! 
You and I both know how stupid it is, but before the 
day is done you are going to try it again, if you've not 
already done so.  
 
 
 
    --- e-mail from Mary McLain 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Xi State membership is 3,471 in 81 
chapters! 



 

Comments made in the year 1955! 

That's only 54 years ago! 

* I'll tell you one thing if things keep going the way                   
 they are, it's going to be impossible to buy 
 a week's groceries for $10.00. 
*Have you seen the new cars coming out next 
 year? It won't be long before $1,000 will 
 only buy a used one. 
*Did you hear the post office is thinking about 
 charging 7 cents just to mail a letter? 
*If they raise the minimum wage to $1, nobody 
 will be able to hire outside help at the 
 store.                                                   
*When I first started driving, who would have 
 thought gas would someday cost 25 cents 
 a gallon. Guess we'd be better off leaving 
 he car in the garage.      
*I read the other day where some scientists thinks 
 it's possible to put a man on the moon by 
 the end of the century. They even have 
 some fellows they call astronauts preparing 
 for it down in Texas.                                
*Did you see where some baseball player just 
 signed a contract for $50,000 a year just to 
 play ball? It wouldn't surprise me if 
 someday they'll be making more than the 
 President.                                       
*I never thought I'd see the day all our kitchen 
 appliances would be electric. They are 
 even making electric typewriters now.      
*It's too bad things are so tough nowadays. I see 
 where a few married women are having to 
 work to make ends meet.                           
* It won't be long before young couples are going 
 to have to hire someone to watch their kids 
 so they can both work.                             
*I'm afraid the Volkswagen car is going to open 
 the door to a whole lot of foreign business. 
*Thank goodness I won't live to see the day when 
 the government takes half of our income in 
 taxes. I sometimes wonder if we are 
 electing the best people to government.   
*The drive-in restaurant is convenient in nice 
 weather, but I seriously doubt they will ever 
 catch on. 
*There is no sense going on short trips anymore 
 for a weekend. It costs nearly $2 a night to 
 stay in a hotel. 

 
*No one can afford to be sick anymore at $15 a 
 day in the hospital. It's too rich for my 
 blood.                                               
*If they think I'll pay 30 cents for a haircut, forget 
 it.       
                                  -e-mail from a friend 

 

      International President 
 

Dr. Virginia P. (Jensi) Souders, 

Tennessee, has been nominated 

as International President. Jensi 

retired from public education 

with 30 years experience. She 

currently serves as International 

First Vice President and Strategic 

Action Plan chairman. Jensi is a 

consultant and seminar presenter 

for leadership/staff development training. A 

dedicated Society member for 35 years, she has 

served as Southeast Regional Director, initiated the 

Xi State (TN) Advanced Leadership Seminar, and 

led the development of the Cornetet Professional 

Development Award. She attended the Golden Gift 

Leadership Management Seminar in 1987, and was 

a 1994 recipient of the International Margaret 

Stroh Scholarship. 
   --from www.DeltaKappaGamma.net 

 

 

PLEASE BRING.. 

 

Toiletries for the Veterans 

General Mills "Box Tops for Education" 

Campbell Soup "Labels for Education" 

 

...to the December meeting!  

 
 

 
Naomi Hay  December 28 

Elizabeth Kimsey December 22 

Carol Langston December 23 

Carole Russell December 10 

   

to our Alpha Sisters~! 



   Christmas Trivia 

 

After "A Christmas Carol," Charles Dickens wrote several other 

Christmas stories, one each year, but none was as successful as 

the original.  

America's official national Christmas tree is located in King's 

Canyon National Park in California. The tree, a giant sequoia 

called the "General Grant Tree," is over 300 feet (90 meters) high. 

It was made the official Christmas tree in 1925.  

Animal Crackers are not really crackers, but cookies that were 

imported to the United States from England in the late 1800s. 

Barnum's circus-like boxes were designed with a string handle so 

that they could be hung on a Christmas tree.  

Before settling on the name of Tiny Tim for his character in "A 

Christmas Carol," three other alliterative names were considered 

by Charles Dickens. They were Little Larry, Puny Pete, and Small 

Sam.  

Christmas caroling began as an old English custom called 

Wassailing - toasting neighbors to a long and healthy life.  

During the ancient 12-day Christmas celebration, the log burned 

was called the "Yule log." Sometimes a piece of the Yule log 

would be kept to kindle the fire the following winter, to ensure 

that the good luck carried on from year to year. The Yule log 

custom was handed down from the Druids.  

For every real Christmas tree harvested, 2 to 3 seedlings are 

planted in its place.  

Franklin Pierce was the first United States' president to decorate 

an official White House Christmas tree .  

Hallmark introduced its first Christmas cards in 1915, five years 

after the founding of the company.  

In an effort to solicit cash to pay for a charity Christmas dinner in 

1891, a large crab pot was set down on a San Francisco street, 

becoming the first Salvation Army collection kettle.  

Silent Night was written in 1818, by an Austrian priest Joseph 

Mohr. He was told the day before Christmas that the church organ 

was broken and would not be prepared in time for Christmas Eve. 

He was saddened by this and could not think of Christmas without 

music, so he wanted to write a carol that could be sung by choir to 

guitar music. He sat down and wrote three stanzas. Later that 

night the people in the little Austrian Church sang "Stille Nacht" 

for the first time.  

The poem commonly referred to as "The Night Before Christmas" 

was originally titled "A Visit From Saint Nicholas." This poem 

was written by Clement Moore for his children and some guests, 

one of whom anonymously sent the poem to a New York 

newspaper for publication.  

The poinsettia, traditionally an American Christmas flower, 

originally grew in Mexico; where it was known as the "Flower of 

the Holy Night". It was first brought to America by Joel Poinsett 

in 1829.  

The popular Christmas song "Jingle Bells" was composed in 1857 

by James Pierpont, and was originally called "One- 

 Horse Open Sleigh."  

The modern Christmas custom of displaying a wreath on the front 

door of one's house, is borrowed from ancient Rome's New Year's 

celebrations. Romans wished each other "good health" by 

exchanging branches of evergreens. They called these gifts 

strenae after Strenia, the goddess of health. It became the custom 

to bend these branches into a ring and display them on doorways. 

       -- from the Internet 

"Happy, happy Christmas, that can win us back to the 
delusions of our childhood days, recall to the old man 
the pleasures of youth, and transport the traveler back 
to his own fireside and quiet home!"                               
     - Charles Dickens 
 
 

"Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and 
behold, everything is softer and more beautiful."  

    -Norman Vincent Peale 
 
 

"May you have the gladness of Christmas which is 
hope; 

The spirit of Christmas which is peace; 
The heart of Christmas which is love." 

 -Ada V. Hendricks 
 

"I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!" 

-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 

"May Peace be your gift at Christmas and your 
blessing all year through!"   - Author unknown 

 
From home to home, and heart to heart, from one 

place to another 
The warmth and joy of Christmas, brings us closer to 

each other. 
                                      -Emily Matthews 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 


