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Our 2008 Alpha Chapter scholarship recipient is Bayleigh Eblin of Hixson High School.  She and her mother, Kelley Eblin, were gracious enough to come to our March 9 Birthday Tea at Patsy Williamson’s home.  Janice Nelms congratulated her and presented her with a card and an inspirational book for teachers.

Bayleigh told us of her goal to teach elementary school. Her mother added that she will be a wonderful teacher because she is already a wonderful caretaker for the other members of her family. Bayleigh hopes to attend either Bryan College or UTC. She is a member of the National Honor Society, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Beta Club. She played varsity basketball for two years. She is active in the Lupton Baptist Church youth group and serves her church on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. She has volunteered with the Tennessee Donor Services, Erlanger Hospital, and Relay for Life. She has also worked while going to high school. She’s worked at Chick-Fil-A, Aeropostale, and currently working at O’Charley’s.

The Scholarship Committee was so impressed with her essay, it was decided to share it with our membership and those logging on to our website.

“I have always known that I wanted to be a teacher. I love people and I especially love kids.  The idea of working with kids everyday is so much fun and exciting to me.  I think I would really enjoy it.  Also, the 
opportunity to make a difference in a child’s life has always been a dream of mine.  I know without a doubt that teaching is the career for me.

First, in my experiences of working in Vacation Bible School with my church and volunteering at T.C. Thompson Children’s Hospital, I have developed a love for kids. At one point, I thought I might want to work as a pediatrician. After all, they do make more money, and I would still be working with kids, but, not only do I like playing with kids and making them smile, I want to develop personal relationships with them and teach them new things.  Albert Schweitzer says, ‘Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you are doing, you will be successful.’ So even though a pediatrician may make more money than teachers, I know I would be happier and more successful as a teacher.

Also, one of my lifelong goals is to make a good impact on as many peoples’ lives as possible.  Teaching will give me the opportunity to build relationships with new students and their families each year.  I can’t wait to teach kids life lessons, as well as academic lessons, that will forever affect their lives and the lives of those around them.  I like this quote by Henry Brooks Adams that says, ‘A teacher affects eternity; he will never tell where his influence stops.’ I want to be a good influence that kids will remember for years and years and years.

Although I have had many great teachers throughout the years, there is one teacher that I will never forget. Mrs. O’Brien was my fifth grade teacher and I loved her so much! Mrs. O’Brien was hard, but she made learning fun. I learned so much from her. The things I remember most from her class are the enormous amounts of homework she gave us every night, except on Wednesday nights because that was church night.  She always played fifties music while we were working, and she gave us bags of candy at the beginning of the year that she called energy food. We also had a class pet that was a little beanie baby rooster, and we took turns taking care of it. The list could go on and on, but the most important thing I remember about her was how personal she was with me when my dad died that year.  Mrs. O’Brien came to his memorial service we gave him and helped me plant flowers under our daddy tree. I will NEVER forget her being there for me that day and the kind of impact she made on me that year, the hardest year of my life. I think God placed her in my life that year because He knew that I would need her. I could not have asked for a better teacher or friend to have that year.

Overall, I really want to be a teacher because I love kids, and I want to make a difference in their lives.  I want to be remembered the way I will always remember Mrs. O’Brien. Teaching kids is a big responsibility, but I want that responsibility more than anything.”
Congratulations, Bayleigh!!
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