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From Our President...

Dear Sisters,

If you missed the March Birthday Tea, you
missed a real treat. On a beautiful spring day,
Alpha Chapter members were treated to a formal
English tea at the home of Betty Fassnacht. The
hostesses, Janice Payne, Patti Skates, Marcia
Brown, Serie Bland, and Betty treated us to
scones and jam, cucumber sandwiches, thumb
print cookies, and other delectable delicacies.

Janice Payne shared an inspirational
devotion about teachers touching the future.
Ashley Harper, our grant in aid winner, and her
mother were present to share in the festivities.
Ashley is an outstanding student from Central
High School who participates in numerous extra-
curricular activities such as soccer, Beta Club,
and softball to mention only a few. One of her
teachers says of Ashley “She has a true desire to
pass on what she has learned in the classroom
and on the playing field to the next generation of
students.” She was recently recognized at the
Superintendent’s Honors Banquet as one of
Central’s top students. This young lady is on the
brink of touching more lives than she can begin to
dream of.

Susan Grow graciously donated an antique
doll from her mom’s collection to auction off for
our grant in aid fund. Many of our members
remember Bea Lyons who was an active member
of Alpha Chapter for many years. Bea recently had
thyroid surgery but is recovering nicely. As a
result the Joint Council meeting had to be
rescheduled until March 24. The final details of the
Founders’ Day Luncheon will be e-mailed to
members as well as shared through the phone
committee. Looking forward to seeing you at the
luncheon.

Sincerely,
Janice Nelms
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Aehtey Harper

Our 2009 Alpha Chapter scholarship
recipient is Ashley Harper of Chattanooga
Center High School. She and her mother
graciously accepted our invitation to attend
our March Birthday Tea at Betty Fassnacht's
home. Our President, Janice Nelms
congratulated her on behalf of the chapter and
presented her with a gift from the chapter.

Ashley is a member of The National
Beta Club, The National Honor Society,
STARS, Central High School soccer and
softball teams. She has been on the Star Roll
for every semester all four years, was voted
Most Improved Defensive Award in Soccer
and served as captain in her sophomore and
junior years. She has received awards in
World Studies, English, Humanities Academy
Award, and the Forensic Science Award. Her
community service includes softball clinic,
volunteer assistant coach with Brown Middle
School soccer teams, Snow Hill Elementary
School Fall Festival, Chambliss Abuse
Shelter. She works summer with her dad who
Is a self-employed paint contractor.


http://www.alphachapterdkg.com/

Ashley has a 3.8 grade point average
and plans to attend the University of
Tennessee in Chattanooga and become a
teacher.

The Scholarship Committee wishes to
share her essay with the chapter.

"There are several reasons | chose to enter
the educational career pathway in college. Since
the age of twelve, | have known exactly what |
have wanted to do for the rest of my life.
Throughout my schooling, | have encountered
good teachers and bad teachers, all of which have
been influential to my decision to become an
educator. Another major influence in my career
choice has been athletics, both school and
seasonal.

One factor that led to my interest in
teaching occurred when | was in the fourth grade. |
had a terrible teacher, but | learned two valuable
lessons at this early age: 1.) A balanced education
is essential to a proper life and 2.) Ignorance did
not, in fact, mean bliss. Suffice it to say, fourth
grade was a challenge for me, but it was only a
small hurdle | realize now. As | moved on in my
educational career, | realized that my fourth grade
teacher was put in my life to help me make my
decision to become an educator.

Following this fourth grade fiasco, |
encountered several intelligent and creative
teachers. In ninth grade, my English teacher
encouraged me to take up creative writing, a
passion | discovered in middle school. With my
teacher's support, | enrolled in a creative writing
class, and eventually had a short story | submitted
published in Anthology of Short Stories by Young
Americans 2007 Edition. | have been involved in
many AP and Honors courses throughout high
school, which means | have had the benefit of
learning from some of the best teachers my
school has to offer. Ms. Barbara Henry greatly
influenced me in my decision to enter the teaching
profession. She was my tenth grade Honors World
Studies teacher, a combination of English and
world geography. She made world literature fun. |
distinctly remember her laughing in the middle of
one of Shakespeare's plays, while the majority of
the class looked utterly bewildered. The
enjoyment and whit she brought to the classroom
greatly affected me. Mrs. Dorothy Stone, my AP
U.S. History teacher also provided me with the
knowledge of history and the will to smile at seven
in the morning. She was a vivacious woman who

could lecture for hours and make it feel like mere
minutes. Ms.Lee Ann Olskey,my eleventh grade
English teacher, prepared me for AP English. Ms.
Olskey taught me that not every good teacher had
to be strict and give homework every day but were
the ones that smiled when a student understood.

While these women showed me the
knowledge of books, I learned many of life's
lessons on the athletic field. | have been involved
in athletics since | was four years old and have
lettered in varsity soccer and softball since the
sixth grade. My softball coach at Central High
School, Mrs. Lee Ann Shurette, not only instilled
the determination to win in me during the two
seasons | have played for her but the desire and
faith to succeed. Coach Shurette is an
outstanding example of the teacher and coach |
hope to be one day. Mr. Jerry Mongar, Coach
Shurette's father, has also been very influential in
my decision. He has encouraged me to follow my
dreams and keep God close in all my plans.
Central High School athletics have never been
known for record-breaking seasons, but with the
dedication of people such as Coach Shurette and
Mr. Mongar, | am proud to say | was a Central
athlete and a Lady Pounder.

| want to become an educator because |
thoroughly enjoy learning and teaching. With the
valuable lessons | have learned from these
amazing people, | cannot imagine not getting
involved in this career. | have been blessed with
the support of great teachers, coaches and my
amazing family. Without the good and the bad, |
would not be the person | am today, and | am glad
of the hardships | have overcome, and thankful for
all of it."

Comments from the teacher's
recommendation letters include: "Ashley is a
young woman who has a high set of standards
concerning the academic arena as well as the
social arena.” "I have found her to be atrue
example of a student-athlete; she strives for
success in both the classroom and on the field of
play.” "She has a true desire to pass on what she
has learned in the classroom and on the playing
field to the next generation of students."

Please notify Mary McLain if your
teaching assignment changes (as
soon as you know). Also, if notify
her if you are retiring this year.
This is for the update of the
yearbook.




Carol Russell announces
the arrival of her first
grandchild born Feb. 26.
He has been named
Porter Edward Sharpe.

Our Next Meeting is:

Founder's Day Luncheon

Date: April 18

Time: 10: a.m.

Location: Brainerd United

Methodist Church

Speaker: Dr. Fran Bender

Cost: $21

Caterer: The Big Table

Cost covered the meal,
facility, etc.

Deadline for reservations:

April 6

Please send you check to Susan
Grow at:

2417 Bending Oaks Drive

Chattanooga, TN 37421

Our chapter is responsible for
the decorations. If you would
like to help, contact Janice
Nelms.

Please wear your DK& name tag
and/or pin.

Please plan to attend.

félf”g,vf«i;,i . Happy Birthday to
Zore f‘r our Alpha Sisters!
Sue Crowder April 6
Billie Jenno April 22
Elisabeth Keener April 22
Marion Mossburg April 22
Nancy Thompson April 22
Sandy Hughes April 23

Volunteers Needed!
Alpha Chapter is in need of Sisters to do the
devotion, to be a hostess for any of our future
meetings and/or opening up their home for
the December 2009 or March 2010 meetings.
We need this A.S.A.P. for the yearbook .
Consider participating in YOUR chapter.
PLEASE contact Janice Nelms and/or Mary
McLain.

Alpha Chapter officers are in need of
suggestions of possible meeting locations.
Contact Janice or Mary.

Keep our Sisters
and their families
in your thoughts
and prayers

Elisabeth Keener - Parkwood Apartments

Carol Russell's daughter in Charleston, SC is
dealing with a paralyzed vocal cord.

Marcia Brown's sister is recovering from a
serious staph infection

Helen-Marie Nelson announced that her husband's
physician had declared him cancer-free of
his esophageal cancer.

Bea Lyons of Gamma Lambda Chapter is
recuperating from thyroid surgery.


http://www.wondercliparts.com/thinking_of_you/thinking_of_you_graphics_07.shtml

IS....

Autism Awareness Month
Celebrate Diversity Month
Child Abuse Prevention Month
Keep America Beautiful Month
National Garden Month
National Humor Month
National Parkinson's Awareness Month
National Poetry Month
Prevention to Animal Cruelty Month
Southern Belles Month
Stress Awareness Month
Women's Eye Health & Safety Month
International Guitar Month
National Mathematics Education Month

April 1: April Fools or All Fools Day
National Fun Day
National Day of Hope
National Fun at Work Day
Poetry & Creative Mind Day
April 2: International Children's Book Day
National Peanut Butter & Jelly
Day
April 3: Find a Rainbow Day
April 4: National Love Our Children Day
April 5: Palm Sunday
April 6: Drowsy Driver Awareness Day
Teflon Day
April 7: Metric System Day
No Housework Day
World Health Day
April 8: Draw a Picture of a Bird Day
April 9: National Cherish an Antique Day
April 10: ASPCA Day
Good Friday
National D.A.R.E. Day
National Sibling Day
April 11: National "Louie Louie" Day
April 12: Easter
April 13: Peach Cobbler Day
April 14: National Be Kind to Lawyers Day

April 15: Income Tax Pay Day
Take a Wild Guess Day

Equal Pay Day

April 16: International Stress Awareness
Day
April 17: BLAH! BLAH! BLAH! Day
World Hemophilia Day
April 18: Adult Autism Day
Respect Your Mother Day
Pet Owner's Day
April 19: Humorous Day
April 20: National Pineapple Upside Down
Cake day
April 21: National Teach Your Children to
Save Day
Kindergarten Day
April 22: Earth Day
National Jelly Bean Day
April 23: World Book & Copyright Day
Take Our Daughters & Sons to
Work Day
April 24: Arbor Day
April 25: Red Hat Society Day
April 26: Richter Scale Day
Hug a Friend Day
April 27: Morse Code Day
April 28: Poetry Reading Day
April 29: National Dance Day
April 30: National Honesty Day

SPRING

The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring
day is another. The difference between them is
sometimes as great as a month.

~Henry Van Dyke

If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant;
if we did not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity
would not be so welcome.

~Anne Bradstreet

An optimist is the human person ification of

spring.~ Susan J.Bissonette

Spring is nature's way of saying, "Let's party!"
~Robin Williams

It's spring fever. That is what the name of it is. And
when you've got it, you want - oh, you don't quite know
whatitisyou do want, but it just fairly makes
your heart ache, you want it so!

~Mark Twain



Thank you, Susan!

A Big Thank You to our Alpha Chapter treasurer,
Susan Grow who donated this beautiful Ashton Drake
doll from her collection which was auctioned at our
meeting. Helen-Marie Nelson had the winning bid.

NEW! NEW! NEW!

There are several NEW items on www.XiState.org
incl uding that Alpha Chapter is now a certified Delta
Kappa Gamma website. Please log on and read all the

news! Don't forget to also check out
www.DeltaKappGamma.net

Alpha Chapter Business

1) Betty Fassnacht pointed out that Alpha Chapter had
not contributed to World Fellowship lately. In
the past, a basket was passed at the meetings
for contributions. A basket was passed at the
March meeting and attendees were very
generous.

2) Beginning at our August meeting, members will
be asked to bring no more than five paperback
or hardback books that they have read to (any
or all) meetings. They will be placed in a
container so Sisters at the meetings may
purchase the paperbacks for $1 or hardbacks
for $2. This was a great suggestion by Susan
Grow.

3) A suggestion was made that at regular meetings
Sisters without their name tag or pin
should be asked to pay a "fine." This will be
discussed later.

Excuses, Excuses!

If you think that today's students aren't learning all
they should, check out some of the writing
"miscreated" by their moms and dads. The
following are actual excuse notes received by
teachers:

* Please excuse Roland from P.E. for a few days.
Yesterday he fell out of atree and misplaced his
hip.

*Carlos was absent yesterday because he was
playing football. He was hurt in the growing part.

*Chris will not be in school cus he has an acre in
his side.

*Please excuse Tom from being absent yesterday.
He had diarrhea and his boot leak.

*Please excuse Harriet from missing school
yesterday. We forgot to get the Sunday paper off
the porch, and when we found it Monday, we
thought it was Sunday.

*Please excuse Fred for being absent. He had a
cold and could not breed well.

* Please excuse Mary for being absent. She was
sick and | had her shot.

*Dear School: Please eckuse John being absent
on Jan. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and also 33.

*Mary could not come to school because she has
been bothered by very close veins.
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to Mary McLain for her work on the Alpha
Chapter yearbook. It was awarded "High
Honors Yearbook Award” by Xi State. Great
work, Mary!

Joint Council

Alpha Chapter is responsible for the secretary
position on the Joint Council for June 2009-
June 2011. If you are interested, e-mail or call
Janice Nelms.



Recipe of the Month

Hummingbird Cake

Ingredients:

3 cups all-purpose flour

2 cups sugar

1 1/2 tsp baking soda

1 1/2 tsp ground cinnamon

1/2 tsp salt

3 large eggs

3/4 cup oil

2 tsp vanilla extract

1 can (8 oz) crushed pineapple in juice
2 cups mashed bananas (3 to 4)

1 cup pecan pieces, finely chopped

Cream Cheese Frosting:

16 oz cream cheese

1 stick (1/2 cup) unsalted butter
2 tsp vanilla extract

3 cups confectioner's sugar

2 cups sweetened flaked coconut

Directions:

1) Adjust racks to divide oven in thirds.
Heat oven to 350 degrees F. You'll
need three 8" x 2" round cake pans.
coated with cooking spray. Line
bottoms with wax paper; spray paper.

2) Whisk flour, sugar, baking soda,
cinnamon, and salt together in a large
bowl until well-mixed.

3) In another large bowl, whisk eggs, oil,
vanilla, crushed pineapple with juice,
mashed banana and pecans until
blended. Add to flour mixture; stir
Just until combined. Divide batter
among prepared pans, spreading
evenly.

4) Bake 30 minutes until wooden pick
inserted in center comes out clean.
Cool in pans on wire rack 10 minutes.
Invert, remove from pans, peel off
paper and cool completely.

5) Make frosting: In large bowl, with
electric mixer on medium speed, beat
cream cheese, butter, and vanilla until
light and creamy. On low speed,
gradually beat in confectioner's sugar.
Beat until fluffy.

6) Assemble: Place a cake layer on serving
platter. Spread with 3/4 cup frosting,
top with cake layer and repeat. Frost
sides and then top with remaining
frosting. Sprinkle coconut on top,
letting some fall onto sides.
Refrigerate covered. Let stand at
room temperature 45 minutes before
serving.

Notice!

Red Ribbon Pin Holders are available from
Omicron Chapter. For An order form can be found
on our website www.AlphaChapterDKG.com or the

state website www.XiState.org

It's Almost Xi State Convention Time!
June 4-6, 2009
University of the South, Sewanee, TN

Unfortunately, Alpha Chapter had NO attendees at the
last Xi State convention. Hopefully, Alpha Chapter will
be well-represented this year. Please go to

www. XiState.org for the registration form . For those of
you without a computer, | have added the form in this
newsletter.









