
  

 

Alpha Chapter Newsletter  

Organized 1937  

 
www. Alpha ChapterDKG.com 

AUGUST 2009  
OF DELTA KAPPA GAMMA SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZED 1929 

 

 
 

From Our Presidentéé 
 
Dear Sisters, 
 
As thought turn toward students returning to the 
classroom, Alpha Chapter held their August 
meeting at Manorhouse. As a portion of the 
meeting, each member shared one blessing that 
they had experienced. How wonderful it was for us 
to share with each other our rich blessings. It 
quickly became apparent that Alpha Chapter has 
been richly blessed with health or a return to 
health, family, friends, and care and support from 
the sisters in Alpha Chapter.  At the meeting, we 
began our project for raising funds for World 
Fellowship, collecting toiletries for the veterans, 
Box tops for Education, and Labels for Education. 
As a result of the project for World Fellowship, 
members left the meeting with books that will yield 
interesting reading experiences in the coming 
month.  These projects will be on-going projects 
for the year to come. Check your newsletter for the 
details on each of these projects.  Many thanks to 
Patti Skates who presented a program full of 
laughter, insights, and sweets to satisfy the sweet 
tooth. Thanks also to the officers who served as 
hostesses for the delicious brunch. Check the 
newsletter for the recipes. We look  
forward to seeing you at the September meeting 
which will be held in the community room at the 
Electric Power Board. 
 
    Sincerely, 

          Janice Nelms 
 

 
Date:  Saturday, September 12  

Time:  10:30 a.m.  

Location: EPB Building  

      Community Room 

      You can park on the street for free; 

      however, there is a charge to park in  

      the parking  deck.  

Devotion: Pat Varnell  

Program: Miss Tennessee, Stephanie Wit tler  

Hostesses: Bobbie Blackshear, Elizabeth Kimsey,  

       Pat Varnell, Betty Lee  

IMPORTANT!  The membership will vote on an 
attendance policy at the September 12 th  
meeting ! 

Please wear your name tag and/or pin to the 
meeting. 
 

 

 

 Dues are the same amount as last year: 

$70.  If you have not paid your dues, please 

pay Susan Grow A.S.A.P. 

You may mail them to her at: 2417 Bending 

Oaks Chattanooga, TN 37421 

 Our Next  M eeting  I s ....  

Now is the time to  

pay your dues.  

Deadline: October 

31. No dues will be 

accepted after this  

date.  



 
Our Guest Speaker 

 

 

 

 Stefanie Wittlerõs lifelong dream came true when 
she was crowned Miss Tennessee 2009 on June 20, 2009 
in Jackson, Tennessee. As Miss Tennessee, Stefanie 
serves as Governor Phil Bredesen and the Tennessee 
Department of Educationõs Spokesperson for a Safe and 
Drug Free Tennessee. She is the Goodwill Ambassador 
for Childrenõs Miracle Network for the state of 
Tennessee, home to five CMN hospitals, and is also the 
Official State Spokesperson for the five Ronald 
McDonald Houses in Tennessee.  

 The second Miss Tennessee to come from the 
city of Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee, Stefanie is an Honors 
Graduate of Soddy-Daisy High School. While there, she 
was the 2005 Soddy-Daisy Junior Miss, Class Vice 
President, member of the Beta Club, Key Club, Whoõs 
Who Among American High School Students, and 
served on the Student Council Core.  

 Stefanie has been recognized by Hamilton 
County Mayor, Claude Ramsey, as Hamilton Countyõs 
Outstanding Citizen for Stefanieõs extensive community 
service in the Hamilton County school system, 
Chattanooga and surrounding areas. Stefanie has also 
received the Hamilton County Dedication to Students 
Award, as well as the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanoogaõs Chancellors Award for Outstanding 
University Representation. She is currently a senior at 
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga majoring in 
Communications with a minor in Sociology. Through 
various academic scholarships and Miss America 
Scholarships, Stefanie has paid her way through college 
and will graduate debt free after her year as Miss 
Tennessee.  

 Stefanie has been named as the Ronald 
McDonald House Official State Spokesperson since she 
has been a devoted volunteer for the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities since 1990. She created and organized  

 

the òRMH Cheer-Offó and the òRMH Cruise-In For 
Kidsó which combined, raised over $10,000. Stefanie was 
honored to be the recipient of the Ronald McDonald 
House Big Red Shoe Award for her outstanding service 
and philanthropic efforts to the organization. Stefanie 
and her father, Steven Wittler, co-wrote and recorded the 
Ronald McDonald House theme song entitled, òThe 
House the Angels Builtó, which was dedicated to all of 
the volunteers that keep all of the Houses operating 
world-wide. All proceeds for the sales were donated to 
the Chattanooga Ronald McDonald House.  

 Stefanie has spoken to thousands of school 
children about making wise choices based on the òThink 
S.M.A.R.Tó program she created. Her program 
encourages students to become involved in their schools 
and communities through athletics, music, and 
academic clubs, all the while staying on the right track 
and away from drugs, alcohol, and violence. She enjoys 
interacting with children through community service so 
much that it has become her occupation for four years as 
a gymnastics instructor. Stefanie was an NCA All-
American Cheerleader, a member of a National 
Championship cheerleading team and was also invited to 
work for the National Cheerleaders Association as an 
NCA Camp Instructor. During that time, Stefanie 
traveled throughout the southeastern states organizing 
and instructing NCA cheerleading camps.  

Stefanie will travel to Las Vegas, Nevada in January of 
2010 to compete for the title of Miss America. She is 
honored and blessed to have the great opportunity to be 
a role model and mentor to thousands of students in the 
State of Tennessee. 

 - from www.misstennessee.org/titleholders.htm  

Stephanie has designated The Children's Miracle 

Network as her charity. We will take up contributions 

for this charity at our September meeting.  

         St            -fro 

 

 

 

 
 

Life is what you make it. 

Always  has been, always will be.  

 

... to our wonderful 

telephone committee ! 



 

 is... 
 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity  

Disorder Month  

Apple Month  

Baby Safety Month  

Classical Music Month  

International Self - Awareness Month  

Healthy Aging Month  

National Chicken Month  

National Courtesy Month  

National Piano Month  

Self Improvement Month  

 

September 1:   Emma M. Nutt Day  

September 2:  Name a Holiday Day  

September 3:  Skyscraper Day  

September 4:  Newspaper Carrier Day  

September 5:  Be Lat for Something Day  

September 6:  Fight Procrastination Day  

September 7:  Labor Day  

September 8:  International Literacy Day  

September 9:  Teddy Bear Day  

September 10:  Swap Ideas Day  

September 11:  Patriot Day  

             No News Is Good News Day  

September 12:  National Chocolate  

    Milkshake Day  

September 13:  Defy Supe rstition Day  

       Positive Thinking Day  

September 14:  International Chocolate Day  

September 15:  Felt Hat Day  

September 16:  Mayflower Day  

September 17:  Citizenship Day  

       Constitution Day  

       Apple Dumpling Day  

 

 

 

September 18:  National Respec t Day  

       National Play - doh Day   

September 19:  Big Whopper Liar Day  

       International Eat An Apple  

    Day 

       Wife Appreciation Day  

September 20:  Women's Friendship Day  

September 21:  International Day of Peace  

September 22:  Elephant Appreciation Day  

September 23:  Checkers Day  

September 24:  Punctuation Day  

September 25:  Hug a Vegetarian Day  

       National Comic Book Day  

September 26:  R.E.A.D. in America Day  

       National Good Neighbor Day  

September 27:  Ancestor Appreciation Day  

                   World Heart Day  

September 28:  Ask a Stupid Question Day  

September 29:  Confucius Day: Get a  

    Fortune Cookie  

September 30:  National Women's Health &  

    Fitness Day  

  

 
 

Several Sisters asked for the Egg &  Sausage 

Breakfast casserole. It is Janice Nelms' recipe. 

It can be found in the February 2009 

newsletter. Check on - line at    

           www.AlphaChapterDKG.com  

Helen Marie brought this breakfast casserole to 

the August meeting. Several Sisters asked for  

the recipe.  

 

1 large (or 2 small) frozen Potatoes O'Brien or  

 hash browns that have onion, bell pepper  

1 pound of bacon, cooked and in pieces  

12 eggs, beaten  

Combine all the above.  

 

Butter 9'x13" casserole dish. Cook at 350 o for 

one hour.  

Recipe of the Month 
 



         

           When Insults Had Class 
 
These glorious insults are from an era before 
the English language got boiled down to 4-
letter words. 
 
*"He had delusions of adequacy." 
    - Walter Kerr 

 

*òHe has all the virtues I dislike and none of 
 the vices I admire."  -Winston Churchill 

 

*"Thank you for sending me a copy of your  
 book; I'll waste no time reading it."  
   -Moses Hadas 
 

* ñHe has no enemies, but is intensely disliked 
 by his friends."  - Oscar Wilde 

 

*"I feel so miserable without you; it's almost 
 like having you here."  - Stephen Bishop 

 

*"He is simply a shiver looking for a spine 
 to run up."  - Paul Keating 

 

*"Some cause happiness wherever they go; 
 others, whenever they go." -Oscar Wilde 

 

*"He has Van Gogh's ear for music."  
     -Billy Wilder 

 
* "I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But 
 this wasn't it."  - Groucho Marx 

 
   -e-mail from a friend 

 

 

 

 
 

* A Sister to host our Christmas meeting.  

* A Sister to host our Birthday Tea in  

 March.  

  Please contact Janice Ne lms if you  are 
willing to do either  of the above.  
 

 
 

Information from our President 
 

75th Anniversary  
 

As part of the 75th Anniversary a memory book is 
being created for Xi -State. Being the first chapter 
in Xi-State Alpha Chapter holds a place in those 
memories. Alpha Chapter would like to express 
its appreciation to Patsy Williamson for writing 
!ÌÐÈÁ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ the memory book.  

 
New Members 

 

It is time once again to nominate outstanding and 

innovative educators to be members of Alpha 

Chapter. Membership forms were distributed at the 

August meeting. In addition membership forms are 

also available on the Xi State website. Send your 

nomination forms to Nancy Klein or Janice Nelms 

in time for the September meeting. You may also 

bring your nomination forms to the September 

meeting. 

 
Joint Council 

 
For the next two years, Alpha Chapter is 
responsible for the position of secretary of  the 
joint council. Serie Bland has graciously 
volunteered to serve in this position.  
 
 
 

 
 

Pat Plunkett    September 9  

Betty Fassnacht   September 4  

Sylvia Kubic    September 10  

Linda Navel    September 14  

Nancy Klein    September 18  

Serie Bland   September 25  

Kay Schwieger   September 26  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  

   

   

   

   

   

   

Attendance at  the August Meeting  

 
Bobbie Blackshear  

Serie Bland  

Marcia Brown  

Susan Grow  

Bobbie Ruth Hodges  

Elizabeth Kimsey  

Nancy Klein  

Marion Mossburg  

Janice Nelms  

Helen Marie Nelson  

Harriet New  

Pat Plun kett  

Patti Skates  

Pat Varnell  

 

If your name is not above, you were missed!  

Plan to atten d the September 12 meeting!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

               
                          Mildred "Millie" Clouse Robison 

 
 Mildred (Millie) Clause Robison, a retired school 
teacher, died Monday August 17 in Gastonia, South 
Carolina. She was graduated from Duke University in 
1949 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English. She 
received her Master's degree in Educational 
Administration from the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga in 1982. Her teaching career began in 
Asheville, North Carolina. She retired from the 
Chattanooga City Schools in 1990. She was a former 
president of the Alpha Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma 
in Chattanooga, and a member of Rho Chapter in 
Gastonia.  
 A life-long Methodist, she was a member of the 
First United Methodist Church in Gastonia.  She taught 
Sunday School, served on various committees, and 
was a soloist in the Chancel Choir. 
 She was preceded in death by her husband of 
34 years, William T. Robison, Jr., her parents, her step-
father, and her brother. She is survived by her 
daughter, Samantha Robison-Young, and her 
grandchildren Bill and Camille Young, all of Gastonia.  
 
    -from Gaston Gazette 

 

 

 

 
 If you have had a change in your addresses, 
phone number, e-mail address, job/school assignment 
or have retired since the last Alpha Chapter yearbook, 
please contact Mary McLain at mclain22@bellsouth.net 

or call her at 344-5643. 

 

 

 

Look  who retired!!  

 

Helen Marie Nelson 

from Soddy Daisy 

Middle School 

Congratulations! 

Our deepest sympathies to 

Marion Mossburg and 

her family in the loss of 

her brother. 

Nancy Klein would like to encourage all 

retired teachers to join The Chattanooga 

Hamilton County Retired Teachers 

Association. Contact her if you need 

information.  



 
 
Marcia Brown's sister has kidney cancer. 
Betty Ball is having some health problems. 
Betty Fassnacht is having some health  
 problems. 
Janice Nelms ' mother is doing better. 
Bobbie Ruth Hodges is feeling better. 
Helen-Marie Nelson broke her leg...a week  
 after she retired. She was at the  
 meeting and doing well. 
Pat Plunkett had cataract surgery and is 
 doing well. 

Betty Lee's husband had a stent placed. 

 

Sisters Needed: 
Contact Betty Lee if you are interested 

 in being a hostess for one of our meetings. 
Contact Marcia Brown  if you are 

interested in doing the devotion at one  
of our meetings. 

 
 

 

Never Forget 
 

We will always remember 
The eleventh of September. 
We will remember the heroes 
And we will forget the horror. 
We all join together. 
We will unite forever. 
We will never forget 
The victims that rest. 
We lost family and friends 
But our love never ends 
We will always have our thoughts 
We remember the brave who fought. 
The ones who gave their lives trying 
But also the children that were crying 
We will always remember 
The eleventh of September 
  -- Kayleigh Wilcox 

                          

 

 

 

Please collect the following and bring to 

our meetings:  

 

* General Mills; "Box Tops for  

 Education"  

              
 
August: 294 box tops  

 

Also, log on to 
www.thebigclip.com/index.tbapp  

for a chance to win Box Tops!  
 

* Toiletries for the Veteran's  

 Hospital...sample size,  
 hotel size, etc.  

 
 August: 39 items brought  

 

* Campbell Soup's "Labels for  

 Education"  (only need to save the  

 UPC codes...not the entire label )  

              
 
August: 31 UPC's from Campbell's   

 

* Paperback or hard cover books :  

 Sisters will recycle what they've  
 read. Money will go toward World  

 Fellowship.  
 
August: $17.50 of books were purchased. The 

money goes to World Fellowship . 

 

Thanks to the Sisters who brought 

these to the August meeting.  

Please continue to bring the items.  

 

*Please notify Serie Bland if you know  

   a school that collects the General Mills' 
"Box Tops for Education" or the Campbell  

   Soup's "Labels for Education".  
 
 

Keep in your 

thoughts... 

 

 



Dates to Remember 
 
September 18-19, 2009 Leadership Conference for 

State Committees, Franklin 
First United Methodist Church, 

      Franklin 
 
November 15, 2009 Workshop Proposal for 1010 Xi 

State Convention due to 
Beverly Smith 

 
December 15, 2009 Deadline to submit two paper 

copies of your Chapter 
yearbook to Beverly Smith 

 
June 10-12, 2010    75th Celebration of Xi State 

                during the Annual Xi State    
    Convention, University of the   
                South, Sewanee 

 
July 20-24, 2010               International Convention, The 

Davenport Hotel & Tower, 
Spokane Convention 

      Center, Spokane, WA 
 
July 13-16, 2011    Southeast Regional   
                                          Conference, Marriott 
      Downtown, Louisville, KY 
 
July 24-28, 2012    International Convention 
      Syracuse, New York 
 
July 10-13, 2013    Southeast Regional  
                                          Conference, Gaylord Palms 
      Orlando, Florida 
 
July 2014     International Convention  
      Indiana 
 
July 2015     Southeast Regional  
      Conference 
      Location TBA 
 
July 2016     International Convention 
      Tennessee 

School, 

Effort, and 

Play. 

Trying your best 

Each hour of the day, 

Making new friends, 

Being good as you can 

Exciting discoveries, 

Reading books with a friend." 
                  -  Boni Fulgham   

 
If you wish to recommend a teacher for 
membership in Delta Kappa Gamma, 
please complete the form on our 
website 

www.AlphaChapterDKG.com 
Please send the completed form to 
Nancy Klein or bring to the September 
12th meeting. 

  
A Teacher Must....... 

 
..stand above all students, yet be on their level. 
..be able to do 180 things not connected with the 
 subject being taught. 
..communicate vital knowledge to all students 

daily and be right most of the time. 
..have more time for others than for herself. 
..have a smile that can endure through pay cuts, 
 problematic children, and worried parents. 
..go on teaching when parents question every 

move and others are not supportive. 
..have six pairs of hands. 

 

 

 

 

The Xi State Buzz! 

¶ Current state membership is 3,471 in 81 
chapters.  

¶ Xi State was organized in 1935.  
¶ Plans are being made to celebrate Xi State's 

75th anniversary in 2010.  
¶ Over $15,000 in scholarships is awarded 

annually to Xi State members.  
¶ Numerous leadership and professional 

development training sessions are offered each 
year to members.  

                           - www.XiState.org

..or e-mail me if you have 

something you would like 

placed in the next newsletter. 

Serie Bland @ 886-7096 or 

smbland@comcast.net 

 "Lord, keep your arm around my shoulder 

and your hand over my mouth." 

http://www.alphachapterdkg.com/


 

 

 

 

From our 2009 Alpha Chapter Scholarship Recipient  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


