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From Our Outgoing President 
Janice Nelms 

 
Dear Sisters, 

 On April 24, all of the chapters came together at 

Brainerd United Methodist Church to celebrate 

Founderôs Day. From the moment that one entered the 

brunch, one was inspired by the beautiful surroundings, 

the familiar faces from Alpha Chapter, and the joyful 

greetings from friends in our fellow chapters. Donna 

Lampkin, chairperson of the Joint Council, welcomed 

all of the chapters, and Barbara Northcut t provided the 

inspirational moment.  Representative Tommie Brown 

was recognized as the recipient of the Friends in 

Education Award. Following a delicious brunch, Miss 

Tennessee, Stefanie Wittler, spoke about what education 

had meant to her and about the opportunities it had 

provided her to be in the schools across Tennessee to 

speak with students and encourage them to make 

ñSMARTò choices in life. Stefanie also graced us with a 

beautiful rendition of the song she sang at the Miss 

America competition. A creative skit based on ñTo Tell 

the Truthò reminder of the outstanding women who 

were the founders of Delta Kappa Gamma. 

 In closing, there are not enough words to express 

my deep appreciation to each and every member of 

Alpha Chapter. You have always been encouraging and 

supportive of me personally as well as all of the events 

and activities that Alpha has undertaken in the last four 

years. I feel very privileged to have been given the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

opportunity to serve as your president. I hold each and 

every one of you near and dear to my heart and feel so 

very fortunate I am a part of this organization of 

outstanding women educators. Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart. 

     Sincerely, 
     Janice Nelms 

 
 

From Our President 
For The Next Biennium 

Dr. Patti Skates 
 

 I knew I had big shoes t o fill - of those who 
had been President of Alpha Chapter before me.   I 
had j ust an inkling until I went to President's  
training at Cookeville on Saturday , April 10 .  The 
good news is I have a new book that will be my 
guide as I begin my office ... that and the many 
phone calls I know I will be making to the previous 
ladies. 
  I was able to meet other new Presidents of 
Delta Kappa Gamma and other Sisters who came for  
training in other areas.   We had a great devotional 
that inspired each of us not only with DKG but in 
the classroom as well as in life.   Dinner was a time to 
"network" and enjoy each other's company. We also 
learned a new song that I plan to teach each of  you. 
  As I take over the reins of President  of Alpha 
Chapter , I will be giving new information to you as 
well as "ref reshing" some old material. Our 
organization is celebrating 75 years and , as we begin 
the next 75, I want to see the Alpha Chapter grow 
and prosper as a leader in the educational 
community here in Hamilton County and also the 
surrounding areas . 
  Thank you for allowing me to serve as your 
President , and I promise to put my newfound 
knowled ge to good use for you and our c hapter.  The 
traini ng session was well worth the time spent.   

                                               Patti Skates 



 
To Sara Jo Hudson 

who was inducted into the  
 Ronald McDonald  House Charities Hall of Fame  

for her twenty years of volunteering  
Alpha Chapter is proud of you, Sara Jo! 

 
A Thank You Note  
from Erin Schroeder 

 
 The 2009-2010 school year is the first year for 
the Brainerd High School Book Club.  We meet on 
the first Wednesday of each month to discuss a 
particular book.  The students are provided with a 
new copy of each book.  Some of our past selections 
are:  Harr y Potter, The Street Lawyer , Whirligig , 
Tuesdays with Morrie , Monster , and The Alchemist .  
Light refreshments are served, and a door prize is 
given away monthly to members in attendance.   
 The $50.00 from Alpha Chapter was put into 
the Book Club account.  It will be used to allow 
students to purchase a new book(s) at Barnes and 
Noble.  We are going to Barnes and Noble to have 
our April meeting on The Secret Life of Bees.  The 
students will be given a set amount with which they 
may purchase a new book(s) of  their choice.  The gift 
cards were used to purchase door prizes from Barnes 
and Noble such as  bookmarks, magnifying 
bookmarks, page markers, dictionaries, etc.  Extra 
money in the account will be used for future field 
trips, door prizes, refreshments, an d books.  Thank 
you so much for your donation!  The students in the 
Book Club are so thankful!   

 

The Alpha Chapter officers and 
chairpersons will be have a planning meeting 
May 24 to confirm the meeting schedule for 2010-
201 and other concerns of Alpha Chapter. If you 
have anything you would like them to consider 
re: Alpha Chapter, please contact Dr. Patti Skates 
or  Janice Nelms to put it on the agenda. Her 
contact information is in the Alpha Chapter 
yearbook.  It can also be found on our website: 
                       ww w.AlphaChapterDKG.co m 

 

 to our Alpha Sisters   
May  
Patsy Williamson  May 17  

Patti Skates    May 25  

 

June 
Bobbie Ruth Hodges   June 2 

Connie McDade   June 12 

Susan Grow    June 25 

 

July  
Carolyn Attaway   July 10 

Betty Ball    July 11 

Janice Nelms   July 16 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Introducing... 

Katelynn Michelle Neely 
Daughter of Angie and David Neely 

4 pounds and 5 ounces and 18 inches long 

 
According to grandmother, Betty Lee, she " 

came 4 weeks early. She is small but mighty." 

Do not let what you cannot do 

interfere with what you can do.  
                                    -John Wooden 

  

  



 
How Healthy is Alpha Chapter? 

 
 A healthy chapter has members who are 
enthusiastic and committed to the Purposes of the 
Society. Do you think Alpha Chapter is healthy? 
 

ü Twenty or more members are involved and 
participating? 

ü Reserve members account for no more than 10 
% of the chapter? [We presently have one 
reserve member.] 

ü New members are initiated each year? 

ü Meaningful orientation programs are held for 
prospective members? 

ü New members are involved in projects 
immediately? 

ü Reorientation for all members is conducted 
every year? 

ü Attendance is good at all chapter meetings? 

ü Executive board meetings are held regularly? 

ü Members attend council, district, area, state, 
regional, and international functions? 

ü Funds are budgeted to assist the president's 
attendance at council, district, area, state, 
regional, and international functions? 

ü Members are willing to serve as officers and 
committee chairs? 

ü The team approach to planning is utilized? 

ü Officers are positive and enthusiastic in 
support of Delta Kappa Gamma? 

ü Written and telephone communication is 
maintained? 

ü Reports are submitted on time. 

ü Chapter newsletters and yearbooks are 
distributed to all members? 

ü State organization leaders are invited to 
attend special chapter meetings. 

ü Members are recognized for distinctive service, 
past achievements, awards, and/or personal 
concerns or celebrations at meetings? 

 

Are you an involved and participating member 
of Alpha Chapter?  

       --www.DeltaKappaGamma.net 
   

 
 

 As of the date of the receipt of this 
newsletter, it's not too late to attend the Xi 
State Convention at Th e University of the 
South, Sewanee, Tennessee June 10-12. Go to 
the Xi State website www.XiState.org for a 
registration form.  Hope to see you there!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
-e-mail from a friend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Xi State Convention 

 

The wishbone will never replace 
the backbone.  
                                  - Will Henry  

 



 
 

Ingredients: 
Cake: 
1/2 cup butter or margarine, softened 
1 & 1/4 cup of white or turbinado (raw) sugar 
2 eggs 
1 & 1/2 teaspoons vanilla 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
4 tablespoons sour cream 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 cup mashed strawberries 
1 & 1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
 
Icing: 
2 tablespoons butter or margarine, softened 
1 cup confectioner's sugar 
1 tablespoon milk 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
1 teaspoon lemon zest 
1/4 cup toasted slivered almonds 
    Note: instead of using almonds you can use coconut or 
 toasted coconut. 
 

Directions:  
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9" x 13"  or round  
     baking pan(s). 
2. In a large bowl, cream together 1/2 cup butter or margarine  
    with the sugar. Add eggs, and beat for 1 minute. Stir in 
   vanilla and salt. 
3. In a small bowl, stir together the sour cream and the baking 
    soda until the baking soda has dissolved.  Add the sour cream 
    mixture and the flour to the egg mixture. Beat well, then stir 
   in the mashed strawberries. 
4. Pour the batter into the prepared pan. Bake in preheated 
     oven for 30 minutes, or until the top springs back when  
     lightly  touched. 
5. While the cake is cooling, make the icing:  Cream together 
    2 tablespoons butter or margarine and the confectioner's  
    sugar.  Add the milk, lemon juice, and lemon zest, and beat 
    until smooth. Spread icing on warm (not hot) cake, and  
    sprinkle with slivered almonds. 

 
 
 
 
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   -from www.graphicshunt.com 

 

 

Helpful Hints  
  
If you are about to embark on a home project, two 
websites that may be of help to you are:  

 
www.allabouthome.com  

This site provides useful tools to aid in remodeling, 
including "calculators" to help you figure out how much 

pain, wallpaper,  tile, mulch, etc. you'll need.  
 

       www.do -it -yourself.com                  
This site offers a broad range of how -to guides with 

helpful diagrams.  
                                                   -Good Housekeeping 

 

 
 

   
 
 

 
     

Physician's Services 

 
Patients who want to check out the going rates for 

medical procedure s can check at www.pricedoc.com 
or www.healthcarebluebook.com  

                          -from Parade magazine 

 

 

 

 

Real optimism is aware of problems but 
recognizes solutions, knows difficulties 
but believe they can be overcome, has 
reason to complain but chooses to smile.  
                                           -William Arthur Ward  

Fresh Strawberry Cake 

A DKG member wears her key at 

educational gatherings.  
 

 



 

Berraisms 
(also known as Yogi-isms) 

 
 Posterity may best remember the great Yankee 
catcher, Yogi Berra, for the linguistic screwballs he had 
pitched over the years.  
 Many observers feel that Berra learned to 
mutilate the English language so creatively from his 
manager, Professor Casey Stengel, to whom are 
attributed such beauties as, "A lot of people my age are 
dead at the present time." and "Good hitting always stops 
good pitching and vice versa." Apparently, Berra learned 
his lessons well, as demonstrated by the following classic 
Berraisms, also known as Yogi-isms.  
Á "Sometimes you can observe a lot by watching." 
Á "It ain't over till it's over." 
Á "No wonder nobody comes here--it's too 

crowded." 
Á "If the people don't want to come out to the park, 

nobody's gonna stop-em." 
Á "There are some people who, if they don't already 

know, you can't tell 'em." 
Á "A nickel ain't worth a dime any more." 
Á "Even Napoleon had his Watergate." 
Á "I want to thank all the people who made this 

night necessary." 
Á "Half the lies they tell me aren't true." 
Á "On why it's so tough to play left field in Yankee 

Stadium: "Because it gets late early." 
Á Ordering sweaters: "That's the kind I want. I want 

one in navy blue and one in navy brown." 
Á "Why don't you pair 'em up in threes." 
Á "Ninety-nine percent of this game is half mental." 
Á When asked to compare himself with his father, 

his answer: "Our similarities are different." 
Á Mickey Mantle: "What time is it?" 

Berra: "You mean right now?" 
 
A waitress served Yogi pizza and asked him if he 
wanted it cut in four slices or eight. "Better make 
it four," Yogi replied. "I don't think I can eat eight 
pieces." 
  -from Anguished English 

 
  

 
 

 is... 
 

Arthritis Awareness  Month  
Better Hearing & Speech Month  

Clean Air Month  

Family Wellness Month  

Get Caught Reading Month  

Healthy Vision Month  

National Allergy/Asthma Awareness Month  

National Hamburger Month  

National Mental Health Month  

National Military Appreciation Month  

National Photo Month  

National Salad Month  

National Smile Month  

Women's Health Care Month  

 

  is... 
Child Awareness Month  

Effective Communication Month  

Great Outdoors Month  

Perennial Gardening Month  

National Accordion Awareness Month  

National Bathroom Reading Month  

National Candy Month  

National Iced Tea Month  

National Rose Month  

National Safety Month  

Women's Golf Month  

 

  is... 
Air Conditioning Appreciation Month  

Blueberries Month  

Cell Phone Courtesy Month  

Family Reunion Month  

Family Golf Month  

National Grilling Month  

National Ice Cream Month  

National Make a Difference to Children Month  

Social Wellness Month  

Women's Motorcycle Month  

 

Go to BHG.com/desktop 
for beautiful photography. 
All the photos are free, and 
you can use as your 
computer background if 
you like.  



 
Founders' Day Brunch 

April 24, 2010 
 

 
Elizabeth and Bobbie  

 

 
Harriet, Naomi, and Pat 

 
 

 
State Representative Tommie Brown 

Recipient of the  
Distinctive Service to Education Award 

 

 
Miss Tennessee, Stefanie Wittler, 

the featured speaker 
 
 

Please go to www.AlphaChapterDKG.com 
for photos of the Founders' Day Brunch 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

           
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International  

www.DKG.org  
 

Xi State 
www.XiState.org  

 
Alpha Chapter  

www.AlphaChapterDKG.com m

 

 

 

 

Please  e- mail your 
vacation/summer photos 
to smbland@comcast.net 
or mail to the address 
in your Alp ha yearbook. 
Be sure to include info 
about who/when/where.  

Be sure to visit.... 



Alpha Sisters '  Initiation Year s  

 
Bobbie Ruth Hodges  1958 

Sara Jo Hudson  1965 

Pat Varnell   1968 

Pat Plunkett   1969 

Lavene Guthrie   1971 

Betty Ball   1974 

Harriet New   1975 

Elizabeth Kimzey  1977 

Janice Payne  1977 

Betty Fassnacht  1978 

Patsy Williamson  1981 

Betty Lee   1984 

Janice Nelms   1984 

Mary McLain   1985 

Naomi Hay  1986 

Carolyn Attaway  1988 

Sylvia Kubic   1988 

Bobbie Blackshear  1991 

Billie Jenno   1991 

Patti Skates   1992 

Carol Langston  1994 

Nancy Klein  1996 

Angie Neely   1996 

Debbie Erwin   1997 

Mario n Mossburg  1997 

Kay Schwieger   1998 

Marcia Brown   1999 

Barbara Graham 2000  

Susan Grow  2000  

Connie McDade  2000  

Linda Navel   2000  

Serie Bland   2001 

Susan Crowder  2002  

Carole Russell  2002  

Helen-Marie Nelson  2004  

Nancy Thompson 2004  

Stephanie Parrott  2008  

Beverly Polen  2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you need a Delta Kappa Gamma  

pin with  ribbon for your DKG pin (s)? 

 
 Omicron Chapter of Xi State personalizes 

them for:  $15 for ribbon with pin closure or $20 for 

magnetic closure.  It takes about thirty days for 

delivery. Profits from the sale of personalized 

society pin holders are  used for Leadership 

Development a ctivities of Omicron Chapter.  Why 

not order one to wear to our meetings! The order 

form can be found on ou r website. If you do not 

have a  computer, call Serie Bland, and she will 

mail you an order form.  

 
75

th
 Anniversary 

 Memory Book 

 The memory book, "Glances into the Past . . . 
Glimpses Into the Future: Seventy-five Years of Xi State 
Memories, 1935-2010" contains historical, anecdotal, 
and statistical information about the Xi State 
organization. Our own Patsy Williamson has been a 
contributor to the memory book. Individual members 
may send pre-paid orders directly to Nancy Davis, Xi 
State treasurer, at 941 A Davis Lane, Mountain City, and 
Tn. 37683. The price is $20 per per book. Books will be 
delivered at the 2010 Xi State Convention. Quantities 
are limited!  The order form may be obtained on Xi State 
website and must be included with the pre-paid orders 
sent to Nancy Davis. 

 

 
Details on -line at www.DKG.org  

 
 
 

 

Happiness depends more on the 

inward disposition of the mind 

than on outward circumstances.  

       - Benjamin Franklin  

The next newsletter 

will be the August 
newsletter.  

http://www.dkg.org/site/lookup.asp?c=meJMIOOwErH&b=5733297

